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Trench C6 is located on the northwestern side of the tell where it begins to slope up from the valley to the top of the tell.  We began C6 as a 1m N-S by 8m E-W trench in hopes of catching the wall from C5 that we uncovered in 2002.  The trench was then expanded 2m to the west, creating a 10m wide exposure.  The remote sensing data showed a diagonal line going from C5 to the NE and C6 was placed directly over and at an oblique angle to this anomoly.  The slope in this area goes down quite a bit E-W, and we began by removing topsoil along the natural elevation of the hill.  Below topsoil we identifed three new loci: L2 (clayey, reddish soil in the western 5m of the trench), L3 (possible wall in the east-middle of the trench, which turned out to be only eroded occupational debris), and L4 (occupational debris in the eastern 2-3m of the trench.  We excavated initial levels in L2, 3 and 4 along the natural slope of the hill.  After a first 15cm level we determined no difference between L3 and L4, so we merged them, leaving us L2 in the western 5m and L4 in the easter 3m.  We continued excavating these loci and attempted to ‘level’ the trench by digging to the same level W-E.  This means we dug much further into L4 than L2. In fact we overdug L2 and chopped a fair way into the emerging wall below it (L6).  L4 also began to change from a reddish-brown clayey (like ‘virgin’) soil with white limestone bits, to a mix of this clay and more pure green and yellow clay.


Below L2 we found a brick wall, L6, and below L4 we found layers of relatively pure clay, L5.  The eastern edge of L6 was apparent at the transition from bricks to L5 clay, but the western edge could not be found. Therefore we expanded the trench 2m to the west, removing topsoil again (L1) and digging L2 while looking for L6.  We dug a section into L6 as L2 but still could not find the western termination of the wall.  We never found a western edge and at its current exposure, the wall is some 6.5m wide.  


Regarding L5, we found similar clay on the eastern side of the wall in C5 in year 2002.  As with the C5 clay, L5 contains small amounts of Early Bronze Age or Late Chalcolithic pottery, some animal bones and lithics.  The workmen say that clay such as that found in L5 only occurs in a few places in the area.  In other words, this clay was brought to Kenan Tepe from some distance and for some special purpose – to level the area, shore up the wall, as a depot for industrial use?  At this point we do not know its purpose.  


Regarding L6, it contains a mix of grey, reddish brown and greenish bricks just like those in the C5 wall.  The wall runs SW-NE and contains ‘damp courses’ consisting of reed impressions.  We found these reeds in the eastern and western parts of the wall as exposed, and the reeds and brick seams consistently run SW-NE, confirming that we have not reached the western edge of the wall.  We did uncover a significant seam about 3m from the western baulk, but it seems that the wall continues west past this seam, as evidenced by continued bricks in appropriate orientation (not jumbled like collapse) and with reed impressions. 


Regarding the date of L5 and L6, both contained Early Bronze Age and Late Chalcolithic pottery.  The fill layers L1, 3 and 4 contained Middle Bronze Age material, but L2 contained mostly Early Bronze Age pottery.  Thus it seems that the wall L6 was built in the early part of the Early Bronze Age and has very little later overburden.  If the wall connects to the one in C5, then it may be a defensive/fortification wall, or a retaining wall for a massive filling operation.  


Future work in C6 should investigate the eastern extent and depth of the clay found there, the western extent of the wall, and its relationship to C5.  If L6 does connect to the wall in C5 then we must have underexcavated and underestimated the width of the C5 wall, which was described as only 1m wide. A fruitful approach would be to extend both C5 and C6 to the west, digging down at least 1m to confirm the presence/absence of bricks in the extension.  One could also use the C5 sounding as a springboard to a study of the stratigraphy of the clay on the eastern side of the wall.  This could be accomplished by removing the fill from the C5 sounding and then hacking the eastern baulk back a half meter or so to create a section on the clay and what is underneath this material. It would also be useful to dig a larger trench (at least 5X10m) around or between C5 and C6 to expose the edges of the walls and their relationship to other features.  Signals in the remote sensing data belie similar features further west, perhaps even a parallel seystem of walls.  Further work in that area may prove exciting indeed.  

