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Today we started two new loci: L5 and L6.  Locus 5 is a layer of varied color clay to the east of a large mudbrick wall, named L6.  We began the day by cleaning and spraying the trench to locate the eastern edge of L6.  After establishing the eastern edge but not finding the western edge, we excavated L5 and L6 over the seam between L5-L6 to be sure of eastern edge.  Then we dug down L6 a ways to find western edge.  We excavated this part of L6 as L2 because the westernmost end of this locus was thought to be potentially collapse or outside the wall (i.e. contaminated with material not from within the wall).  Yet by the end of the day we had not established a western edge and so the L2 material, mostly EB pottey, may indeed derive from wall L6.  In the process of digging for the eastern seam of L6 we found white reed impressions from damp courses in the wall. As can be seen in the photos, these damp reeds were oriented SW-NE, the same direction as the wall.  When excavating for the western edge we also found bits of a reed impression from a damp course but we did not find edge so expanded trench west 2m.  In western extension we dug topsoil (L1) and subtopsoil/bricks (L2).  In this extension we found no wall but only bricks.  In all sections –north, south, west and east mini section between L2 an dL6 – we see only horizontal grey and red bricks in their correct orientation, which suggests that this area is not collapse but more wall.  If this conclustion remains after another inspection in morning light, it would mean that the wall is: 1)really wide (up to 6m); 2) we are inside the corner of a 2m wide wall that runs to the west and northeast (i.e. we are digging along the top of a wall); or 3) we missed the western edge and the horizontal bricks derive from a complete inversion/collapse of upper courses.  

The pottery in the L2 and L6 bricks is all early bronze age and consistent with these forms/wares in other parts of the site.  L5 consists of lots of relatively pure clay in green and yellowish colors.  The L5 clay contains a small amount of early bronze age and possible chalcolithic pottery, as well as some animal bones and lithics.  Notably, the topsoil in the western extension contained only a few middle bronze types mixed with early bronze age types.  This is in contrast to the topsoil on the eastern end of the trench, which contained lots of middle bronze age pottery.  This observation indicates that there is a middle bronze age phase or erosion layer uphill from wall L6 but not downhill from it. Thus the wall may have acted as a buffer for eroding material or alternatively erosion was very light on the western side of the tell.  

The are many similarties between the stratigraphy and the wall L6 in C6 and the wall in C5 excavated in 2002.   Both walls were built from grey and red bricks and contained white reed impressions in between courses.  Both walls have thick clay depostits on their uphill side and no such deposit on their western sides (as determined so far).  Yet the wall in C5 was only found to be a meter wide. If the width of the wall in C6 holds up, then we might want to revisit trench C5 to determine if the wall there is in fact much wider but its width was not realized due to only shallow excavation to its west. 

The wall in C6 likely served as a circuit wall (‘city’ wall), a retaining wall, or part of some other monumental structure on the western edge of the site.  As such, this wall likely played a prominent role in the formation of the site over time.  

Things to do in C6: 

-investigate relationship of wall to remote sensing signals and trench C5

-clean and look for western edge.
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