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Today marks the opening of trench D8.  It is located to the S of D5.  The trench is an approximate 4 x 9 m trench laid according to the eye, as we are waiting for the total station to shoot the corners on the grid to align the trench.  As a result, alterations to the borders of the trench will need to be made.


There is a steep slope in the trench from the NW down to the SE. Locus 1, topsoil, is limited to the extreme NW corner of the trench to accommodate this.  Our goal is to clear the topsoil here and begin to level the trench in steps.  The locus measures approx. 2 x 3m. The soil is rocky, clumpy with roots, disturbed by ants, and deep brown in color.


A group of stones (2 laying flat) is emerging along the W stringline in the middle of the locus.  Any identity is, as yet, unclear.  A deposit of pebbles is associated with these stones, as well as some chunks of mud brick.  There is also a stake in the locus – we are waiting to see if it is a datum or just a stake.  


We’ve decided to extend Locus 1 to the S about 1.5m to follow the topography.

