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Today we finished the clearing of L1, the erosional and baulk fill in both the previous E1 sounding and the westward expansion. In clearing the northern baulk we noticed definite lighter brown fill on top (7.5 YR 7/3), a thin orange strip (5 YR 6/6) most probably a surface on top of black ashy level, and the botom 40 cm composed of dark brown compacted soil (7.5 TR 4/3). Photographs were taken and labeled “North baulk section.”

These stratigraphic levels are also visible in the west baulk of the west exlantion as well as in the east baulk section in E1 sounding were either a pit extending down from e surface level or animal burrowing is present. As with the north baulk section , the bottom 40 cm in the east baulk section  is composed of dark brown compacted soil (7.5 YR 4/3).

In the north baulk section of the E1 sounding, approx. 1.60 m. below L2, a small ash deposit is also discernable and Bradley hypothesized it could be an evodence for an ash pit. 

In order that we may be sure we have completely removed the erosional material, we excavated 15 cm out of the E1 sounding area revealing a darker soil area eith bits of charcoal. A painted Ubaid neck fragment and obsidian flakes were also recovered from the north baulk in the sounding area leading us to believe we have reached contextual material. This area will be opened as a new locus tomorrow.

In the west expantion of the trench 10 cm was excavated and revealed a redish brown soil extending 30-40 cm from the north baulk. The soil then continues as a white/gray loose powder/soil to the southern extantion of the trench in he area. Tomorrow both the reddish brown and white loose soil areas will be opened as separete loci. 

Closing L1 photographs were taken.

