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Today we began by the cutting back the last bit of north baulk from the west section of the protruding baulk containing L2 on top. As we were doing this Bradley, Diana and Jenny came by and Bradley noted a cream wash with purple band Ubaid rim just below an ash layer  visible in this north baulk of the sounding trench. A general view and detail photograph was taken.

We then proceeded in opening two loci in the west expansion area to account for the differentiation in soil colors and textures noted yesterday. L3, whose area was classified yesterday as reddish brown compacted soil, is a light brown (10 YR 7/2) compacted clay matrix containing sparsely spread pebbles 3 cm in size. In general we believe this a compacted fill as no clear surface is visible. A small amount of EB pottery sherds (KT#1) and lithics flaks (KT#2uncovered) were uncovered throughout the locus.
Bradley and I had initially thought that a foundation trench, indicated in the west baulk of the sounding by a “u-shaped” piling of large stones, might become apparent when excavating L3 however we were incorrect. Additional excavation below L3 is need to determine for sure. 

Also from the west baulk of the sounding area we noted the possible gradual sloping of L3 underneath L4, which we opened today and identified from yesterday as white or grayish (10 R 7/1) sub-angular soil and in some places almost powdery in texture. We originally thought it was only loose fill or perhaps even remaining erosion material as few finds were found, pottery only (KT#1) from the NW corner. KT#1 is a rim fragment possibly from a chalice. 

It became apparent to us, that after removing L4, this fill had perhaps been suprasurface fill on top of what appears to be surface. This surface, L6 is a light brown (7.5 YR 7/2) trampled or compacted surface that is a hard clay matrix with sparse pebbles. Upon first examination it seemed this surface extended north underneath L3 however with the removal of L3 it is unclear at this time whether L6 is indeed a feature or compacted fill.

Also what we initially thought was a part I to the west central end of L6 turned out to be an animal burrow with another finely preserved compacted surface below L6 This surface’s relationship to L6 is unclear and will be explored further. 

Simultaneously w opened L5, a light brown compact clay fill with small pebbles and a few scattered stones in the sounding area. No definitive surface feature is discernable at this time. The presence of Ubaid cream wash ware mixed with a few second  millennium sherds as loosely defined in the field by Bradley leads us to believe this a mixed compact fill. Notably 2 types of obsidian blades and flakes are present (KT##) along with the stone burnishing tool (KT#4) from the NW corner of the fill, two spindle whorls (KT#5, KT#8), a possible third unfinished whorl (KT#6) and what is initially being classified as a v-shaped stone pendant (KT#7).

The presence of this activity area objects leads us to believe that an activity or domestice surface or floor bay be close below.      
