July 11, 2004
Area F, Trench 1

C. Painter


I began today by closing L1115, the elliptical cobble surface in the northeast corner of the trench. Another shell bead (KT8) was discovered and a carbon sample (KT5) was taken from underneath a large conglomerate of stone and clay within the surface. L1113, the elongated cobble surface along the east baulk was also closed with no significant finds.


In order to examine whether or not the mud brick wall (L1110) extends lower I brought L1111 south roughly one meter up to the edge of L1110. According to the north baulk profile of L1110, it seems that the wall does not continue and thus does not meet or cut fill L1111.


The major work of the day was carried out in L1116 and L1117. It appears now that the depth of fill (L1116) on top of the surface (L1117) is more than expected and is yielding a rich amount of material as we remove L1116 to reach L1117. Significant finds include a worked stone needle (KT10), a lump of yellow chalky mineral perhaps used in making pigment of some kind (KT12), a small cache of 18 whole, but tiny (<5mm) shells (KT11) and two additional shell beads (KT5 and KT13) identical to the shell beads from L1115. This implies that L1116 and L1115 could be related in some way as a shared activity or trampled surface.


Also of note in L1116 is the high concentration of animal bones, especially teeth and jaw bones and what appears to be the jaw of a beaver. If it is in fact a beaver jaw, this might indicate that the region was dense enough with wooded areas and water sources to sustain beavers and other woodland creatures. The role of beavers in human occupation of the site is an interesting question.


The compact surface (L1117) below the fill is equally as rich. Though this locus has not been officially excavated, materials came to light today that warranted their removal based on their quality and fragility. Two tripartite flint blades (KT1 and KT2) were found in situ side by side within the compacted floor surface. A carbon sample (KT3) was also taken from within the floor. 


Based on material found in the suprasurface fill (L1116) and the floor itself (L1117) thus far, evidence for activities involving cutting (of animals) and perhaps craft production (raw shell material and finished bead products—did the worked needle play a role here?) are certainly present.  

