July 17, 2004
Area F, Trench 1

C. Painter


Today I began by opening three new loci to account for the mud brick feature noticed at the end of the last work day. L1122 is a light gray (10YR 7/2) coarse, sub-angular clay/silt composed of small to medium clay clumps and <5cm rocks located east of fill L1106 and directly west of L1123, the mud brick wall/feature. L1124 was also opened on the east side of L1123 running along the east baulk and is a very pale brown (10YR 8/2) compacted poorly-sorted coarse clay matrix.


The mud brick feature/wall, L1123, is composed of reddish brown (5YR 5/4) bricks running north-south and emerging from the north baulk in the northeast corner. In the north baulk profile it appears both L1111 fill and the cobbled surface L1113 lay on top of the wall. 

Both L1122 and L1124 fill were brought down 10cm on each side of the wall in order to see how many courses are present. It appears that the wall/feature is only a single course composed of 7-8 bricks each roughly 30 x 45 cm in measurement. 

In the process of excavating L1124, the north baulk of mud brick wall L1110 became clear that the wall had indeed finished and was therefore removed and the locus closed. L1128, a brown (7.5YR 4/4) medium moist clay, was assigned to the fill below L1110 and abuts L1124 on its north side. The east baulk profile of the trench confirms the stoppage of the mud brick L1110 and also shows a tiny inclusion (<5cm) of darker soil within L1128.

With the subfloor fill L1121 being removed last time a new locus was assigned to the soil below this as L1125, a light gray (7.5YR 7/1) highly coarse angular clay. Today L1125 was excavated 10cm bringing it down roughly to the present elevation of L1106 and L1122. L1125 ends on its east side with an ashy deposit in the form of a thin strip running perpendicular north from the south baulk. This ash could possibly be against the side of another mud brick feature and will be investigated further.
