July 20, 2004
Area F, Trench 1

C. Painter


Today I closed L1123 by removing the mud bricks down to the fill layer beneath. A sample mud brick was retained for flotation. The fill below the wall was designated L1132, a dark yellowish brown (10 YR 4/4) medium coarse clay with small to medium dense clumps and <5cm rocks. In color and composition this locus is similar to L1129 and L1124. 

Below L1132 a 60cm long ash line/inclusion was noticed arching west from southeast to northeast in the south end of the locus. It is possible this ash line is associated with pit L1130 in the southeast corner of the trench.

Pit L1130 was further excavated with the continuation of high levels of ash and carbon. Both soil and carbon samples were taken (KT10-12) as well as pottery (KT8) and bone (KT9). Notably vertebrae pieces were recovered and curiously what appears to be a thick/heavy vertical burnished chalice or footed pedestal bowl fragment characteristic of the EB but certainly uncovered in an early-middle Chalcolithic context inside the ash pit.

Based on the soil texture and presence of small limestone inclusions in L1125 and L1129 as well as the fact that little or no cultural remains had been recovered in the past 10cm, a 1 x 1 meter sounding level (L1133) was sunk 15cm into L1129 in the center of the trench. This produced the same dark yellowish brown (10 YR 3/4) very moist fine clay as the surrounding L1129. 
Because a single pot sherd (KT1) was found in L1133, a second 15cm deep sounding level was opened and designated L1134. Here the same soil texture and color was present with no cultural material and a higher concentration of limestone inclusions allowing me to conclude that we are in virgin soil in this area (L1129, L1125) of the trench.

