Kenan Tepe

Trench G8

July 26, 2004

Trench Summary

Note: Final trench plan is scanned as G8DP07202004B.jpg

This trench is located in the heart of area G, just north of sounding G4 and trench G6/7.  We opened this trench to investiage an E-W anomaly in the remote sensing data that looked like a street or pathway.  Alternatively the anomaly may be a geological feature.  We excavated G8 as a 1m E-W X 6m N-S trench perpendicular to the anomaly.  

We removed topsoil (L1) and immediately uncovered a loosly packed cobblestone surface (L2) covering a space about 1m X 1m exactly where the magnetic anomoly appeared!  Yet the surface was not very substantial and it is unclear if it really follows the E-W path seen in the magnetic data of if we simply found part of a small surface fragment.  Time did not permit expansion of the trench to the east or west to investigate the continuation of L2.  

At the same level as the surface or slightly lower we found some flat-lying sherds and bones in the norther part of the trench.  Since there was not a clear surface in this area other than the flat lying material and we did not wish to prolong excavation in what is otherwise a quick operation in ground-truthing, this material was collected as part of L3, the loose silt loam underlying locus 2 and locus 1.  Just a few centimeters into L3 in the northern part of the trench we partly bashed a human skull, presumably from a burial here.  The back of the head, in what is now locus 4, faces NW and the top of the head is straight up so it is difficult to predict which way the body goes.  It is our feeling that the body extends (or is flexed) to the SE or S.  We left a 1m buffer for the body and contined excavating L3 to the south. 

After removing some of L3, we changed to  locus 5 when it became clear that we were now in occupational debris.  Within this area we identified a softish area in the middle of the trench between two more compacted areas in the north and south.  These areas were devided into locus 6 (hard, bricky in northern end of the trench), locus 7 (soft, ashy, pitty like area in the middle of the trench), and locus 8 (compact area in the southern part of the trench; not wall-like but mixed occupational debris).  It is not clear if locus 6 is indeed a wall or not, and spraying it with water did not clarify the situation.  After removing enough soil to level the trench we stopped the work because we did not expect further excavation to yield conclusive results regarding the geomagnetic anomaly in this area.  Overall we reached a depth of about 1m below the ground surface. 


As best I can tell from a quick look, all of the pottery from G8 dates to the Early Third Millennium or late fourth millennium.  One KT of note is Locus 3 KT5, which contains a pedestaled jar with a complete profile in a friable orange ware.  Although the work in G8 did not conclusively identify the source of the magnetic anomaly, we did confirm the general stratigraphy of areas F and G: shallow cobblestone surfaces cut by burials overlaying thicker layers of occupational debris before more substantial architecture appears.  In future years it would be useful to follow L2 to the east and west to see if it indeed takes on a long path-like appearance, or is an isolated remnant of a cobblestone surface.  

