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This trench is located in the heart of area G, just north of sounding G4 and trench G6/7.  We began G8 today as a 1m E-W X 6 m N-S trench laid directly over and perpendicular to an E-W anomoly in the remote sensing data. The anamoly looks like a road or path or geological feature.  Just below topsoil (L1) we found a loosly packed cobblestone surface (L2) covering a space about 1m X 1m exactly where the magnetic anomoly appeared!  Yet the surface was not very substantial and it is unclear if it really follows the E-W path seen in the magnetic data of if we simply found part of a small surface fragment.  In the coming days we will expand this trench to the east or west to follow the pavement and see if it indeed matches our anomaly.  At the same level as the surface or slightly lower we found some flat lying sherds and bones in the norther part of the trench.  Since there was not a clear surface in this area other than the flat lying material and we did not wish to prolong excavation in what is otherwise a quick operation in ground-truthing, this material was collected as part of L3, the loose silt loam underlying locus 2 and locus 1.  Just a few centimeters into L3 in the northern part of the trench we partly bashed a human skull, presumably from a burial here.  The back of the head, in what is now locus 4, faces NW and the top of the head is straight up so it is difficult to predict which way the body goes.  It is our feeling that the body extends (or is flexed) to the SE or S.  We left a 1m buffer for the body and contined excavating L3, with the day ending before we could level the last bit of digging.  We do not plan to excavate L4 so we reburied the exposed portion.  


As best I can tell from a quick look, all of the pottery from today’s loci dates to the Early Third Millennium.  There is one exceptional banded or collared rim, thick bodied hole mouth jar from L1 KT1 that has a peculiar vertical groove running from the rim towards the base.  That pot may be later in period but the rest of the ceramics included pedestaled bases, triangular impressions on body shserds, incurved rim bowls, out-turned or flaring jars and other typical EB shapes just like we find in Area F.  In terms of general stratigraphy, trench G8 parallels other Area F and G trenches with its thin layer of topsoil over small cobblestone surfaces cut by burials.  It remains to be seen whether cobble surface L2 is indeed the source of our magnetic anomoly or if that signal comes from something deeper. It will also be useful to revisit the mag data to see if there is any sign of the L4 burial.  
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