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Today I opened up a new trench in area I (I2) on the southern slope. The trench is 1 x 6 m and runs up the slope. There is a line of stones, which may be a continuation of the fortification wall found on the other end of the mound, bisecting the trench and a depression at the northern end. The trench will be excavated in two steps, demarcated roughly by the line of stones. Locus 1 will encompass all of the topsoil and soil until the steps have been leveled. Only the northern step was cleared today, and there appears to be several changes in soil color. Since the material seems to be mixed fill, none of the pottery was saved, although before disposal, Bradley identified several 2nd millennium diagnostic pieces (namely applied rim storage vessels). Small stones and pebbles were included within the fill. I2 was selected in order to determine the types of materials and periods present in this area of the tepe. A sounding trench in a previous season revealed several meters of fill, predominately from later periods, but our hope is to determine the extent of the erosion and to reach earlier periods. In order to reach lower possibly undisturbed levels, we are digging the top section very quickly. 
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