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Today we continued to dig quickly through the topsoil, plowzone and fill layers. We leveled and straightened the northern step (L1) and began to excavate and level the southern step (L2), located south of the line of stones (L3). It is unclear whether L3 represents a wall or road, but the stones seem to extend about 50 cm. below the surface. The stone feature has flat layers of pottery (large storage jars ?), pebbles and stones without layers of fill in between. This seems to indicate that the feature was continuously used for at least a period of time without any significant breaks. No finds were kept although small pieces of bone and many pottery sherds were found. The diagnostic 2nd millennium storage jar fragments continued through all the layers. We are excavating the trench as a sounding so as to reach the hopefully undisturbed material below. Tomorrow we will begin new loci in both of the steps in addition to continuing with the stone feature (L3). Both steps show a similar stratigraphic sequence with a small layer of topsoil, a loose plow zone and a layer of occupational debris that stretches beneath the excavated area. 
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