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This week was my first full week of excavation in this trench. For the most part what we did this week was move though layers of fill. We did have some non fill loci come up but none were particularly interesting and most were taken out the same day that they were found. The most interesting find of this week was the baby burial.  How the baby was buried is one of the interesting things that were discussed this week. The material that made up the ‘casing’ which the body was in was not plaster as previously thought it was simply harder packed mud. While it is very interesting we determined that nothing could be gained by removing it in sections and doing a float sample on it. If it is just a hard packed mud it is likely that it was mud made from the soil nearby or from the Tigris and therefore there would not be chips of stone or bone which would give us information about how they lived. The hard packed mud seems to have encompassed the entire burial however, when the pot was first lifted there was no mud pack, only a sandy soil. One theory for how this pack occurred was that the bowl was taken, lined with mud, and then the baby was placed in. When the bowl was turned upside down the mud shifted and filled the soil of the hole which was dug for the pot to be placed in and stayed separated because it is of a different consistency. Another possibility is that the bowl was filled with mud, the body placed in and then it was coved with mud. This would explain the difference in the curvatures. The curve of the pack which was in the bowl (facing up) and the curve that was in the open part of the bowl (facing down) which was relatively shallow or flat. Either way it is clear that the body was packed in soil inside the bowl.

The sherds are ubaid when Bradley, Bekir and I stood back and consulted the baulks it was clear that the current level of my trench is almost a full meter above the ubaid trench. Because of this it seems unlikely that the pit is an original ubaid context. More probably the sherds were brought up when the pit was dug. 
The other interesting find of this week was L58, the large pit in the northern section of the trench. This pit, which is roughly cylindrical, when completely dug was .66m deep. The pit has hard packed sides filled with a very soft dark ash fill (10YR 3/1 Very Dark Grey). The top of the pit, excavated on May 24th, contained very large chunks of bone and pottery fragments. The deeper the pit went the fewer items there were. In the bottom 10cm there were three grindstones. Along with the large amounts of bone and pottery multiple small finds came out of the pit. These included: two spindle whorls or loom weights (identification uncertain), a fragment of a ceramic beer strainer, a round stone, and three grind stones. The puzzling thing about this trench is the precise date for it. Many of the sherds pulled out are ubaid. It appears that there were at lease two different ubaid pots, one white painted with black, one red painted with black. The other pieces, when analyzed in the field, were inconclusive. There needs to be only one piece of a later dating pot to make this an EB pit since the date of the pit cannot be earlier than the latest piece of pottery. These bags have been marked for Lynn to analyze. When we continued to bring down the area around the top of the pit we were pulled out pieces from the EB and later.

Today with loci 55 gone and loci 58 completely excavated there is nothing to do but continue to bring the whole trench down. We are continuing to bring down loci 59, the loci in the western half of the trench. In the western baulk I can see an ashy layer and a larger mud brick layer, possibly slump. We never found these layers in the fill loci, we must have missed them when we went through the area with picks or they were so broken up that we could not have seen them. The ubaid house was 1m 40cm below a ceramic and cobble surface which is visible in both my trench D8 and D5 which is next door and which had the ubaid house. Currently the highest locus is 68cm below that surface. The pit goes down even further, another 60cm. This means that the bottom of the pit should be on top of the ubaid layer. One troubling point about this is that there is nothing visible in the inside of the pit, no mud bricks, and no surfaces. This may mean that there is nothing for the next 60cm. We must wait until the pottery is read until we know or sure what period we are in. At this point it’s possible that we are in ubaid but Bradley and Bekir think that it is unlikely.
