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Today my goal was to further trace the white plaster – Ubaid? – floor (L118) in the south corner of L108. The floor has only a few painted sherds and small pebbles, but traces were uncovered to the east and west on the 13th. I kept the tripartite subdivision of the north half of the trench, but extended L108 to the northwest. In L107, we thought we found the floor at a level higher than the original surface, but after clearing L116, it became apparent that the floor lay under fill with white chalk. At the end of the day we found large sections of the floor in this area, although they do not yet touch the wall. We were unable to find the floor in L111, and I will remove 10 cm of soil from the west of L108 tomorrow. I believe, however, that the floor is blownout in this area.

We clearned L116, and discovered that the chunk of mudbricks we though to be slump are in fact a second course of bricks. The entire wall in this half of the trench is very poorly preserved, probably due to later fill accumulation. Although there is scattered evidence that the wall was wider than preseved. Currently 2 rows are visible and 2 courses. L116/114 were cut by pit L115 and 117, and this later pit appears to be much larger and earlier than L115. We found a 3rd course of bricks clearly adjoining but at a lower level to L114, and after levelling the locus, we realized L114 is a wider wall than we though. This new arrangement aligns much better with the degraded wall to the west. Our next step is to connect L118 and 121 (the surface found in L107) with these walls.

The area between the stone wall (L119) and L116 appears to be a street feature, but we were unsuccessful at locating any evidence for this or associated surfaces. We also excavated L112 and found a grouping of EB pottery, which suffest that this area is still largley late fill.

About 10 cm below L110 fill we found a pebbled surface with an ashy gray pit extending into the southwestern baulk. There was no pottery on this floor but it is also possibly Ubaid. Again, we need to fin out whetehr this surface touches L119.

At this point, it appears that we have 2 possibly Ubaid structures, separated by a street. Tomorrow, I will take HAP samlples and remove the floors. I need to determine the depth of both walls in order to find their relaitonships with the floors and with each other. 

