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We began this season by cleaning and renumbering all loci from the previous season. The trench’s baulks were largely intact, and the dimensions of the trench did not change significantly. After clearing the topsoil from and leveling the southeastern baulk, the trench currently has the dimension of 5 x 5.9 m. I divided the trench into a series of loci (L41-48) that, except for the southeastern extension, were uncovered last year. L42, 43 and 46 are mudbrick wall crisscrossing the western half of the trench. L45 is the old sounding, which was used to determine the depth of Ubaid levels last year, while L48, 47 and 44 are fill areas. 

I concentrated my efforts this week on clearing away areas left from last season in order to gain a better look at what to expect in lower levels. My eventual goal is to reach the sounding level and proceed with the excavation of Ubaid levels. By clearing L41, which is a topsoil fill locus created by erosion, we will have a larger glimpse at these lower levels. I also removed a pillar of dirt which was left to display the 2nd millenium street levels that encircle the tepe.

 It is necessary to remove all the wall sections in the trench, since we are unable to gain any real information about architecture from these partial wall sections. I began with L42, a large mudbrick wall extending from the southwestern to the northwestern baulk, and beneath this wall, I found a sealed floor surface (L50). Although it probably extended further than this small area, it was blown out by later deposits. The floor may continue into L44, which lay under a very thin layer of soil. Unfortuantley these two areas are only connected within the baulk. While surface L50 contained several Ubaid sherds, it is most likely an EB or Late Chalco surface. I spent the greater part of the week’s final day taking a HAP and soil sample and eventually, removing the entire surface. It included a total of 118.5 liters and was a fairly thick and concentrated mix of pottery, lithics and small pebbles. 

Before I can remove mudbrick wall L43, I must determine how far it extends to the east, and I began to excavate the eastern half of L49 (fill soil, still largely within the erosion line). I was able to begin to see L43 extend to the east, although it does not appear to reach the southeastern baulk.

The baulk sections of this trench have proven to be a very valuable glimpse into how the tepe formed and how different loci are related. Many of the features excavated last season are still visible, and it is possible to see the outline of L43 about 1m above the currently excavated level. There is a distinct line in the baulks showing where erosion begins to distort contexts, and as we reach deeper levels, we will eventually pass outside of this line. 

My goal for next week is to continue to remove all the remnants from last season.

