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 We ended last week with very few features or good contexts in the trench, and I began this week by cleaning and reevaluating the existing loci (L65, 66, 45 and 58). The trench currently has three different areas of activity, which I have not yet been able to correlate into an understandable whole.

To the north of L45 – an area of approximately 4m x .7m – I finished removing the L66 surface, taking a HAP sample, soil sample and sifting all soil. I quickly removed the L68 subsurface fill locus, and finished excavating the L63 ash pit. At this point, the entire area was L69, a gray ashy fill. Eventually, we uncovered L81, a second pebbled surface with a similar positioning and dimensions to the previous L66 surface. This locus was so small and disjointed that I did not take samples. This floor effectively divided the area, leaving L69 to the northeast and L86 to the southwest. L69 has a much harder and compact clay soil than the looser fill of L86. I created L87 and 84 based on natural lines in the soil, but rather than color demarcations the loci are separated by deep cracks. These lines run parallel to each other, but until I remove this area, it is impossible to tell whether these are fill or features. It has been suggested briefly that they may be associated with the large wall found last season in the northeastern baulk. The gray soil cuts of at the edge of this feature and these lines are at a layer contiguous with the possible wall. 

L86 is clearly distinct from the soil in the rest of the trench, and there is a visible line between the two soils near the west corner of the trench. The line follows the path of stone wall L70, which began to emerge last week and has now grown into a full sized stone wall. The southwestern half of the trench, bounded to the north by this wall, is dominated by a possible street feature. A few centimeters below the L71 fill locus, we discovered a pebbled surface, covering the entire area between L70 and L72. The pottery impressed into this surface seems to be from the Chalcolithic period. The mudbrick wall L72 has three rows of bricks and extends across the south corner. In the corner created by the wall is L73, an otherwise undistinguished fill locus. We took aerial photographs of this architecture, and I also HAP sampled the entire street surface. Both walls extend deeper into the ground, and it is possible we may find other associated surfaces. I am unable to remove either feature until I have excavated further in the fill areas surrounding them.

The area to the southeast of L45 began as a section of the general L71 fill locus, but on the 29th I divided this into two halves. The distinction is arbitrary based only on the assumption that L77 – to the south – maybe contaminated by topsoil. It seems unlikely that this is the case however, because L72 extends into the possible erosion zone with its bricks intact. Just beneath the surface, we uncovered the ashy pit L74 in the east corner, and at the bottom of this feature is wall L92, constructed of small and medium stones. The wall only extends for about a meter, and may have been blownout by the activity in L80-90. There is also a mudbrick wall that lies between L77 and 75, and seems to extend beneath the L78 street surface. In order to determine how best to excavate this area, I examined the southeastern wall of L45 and was able to discern a line of black burnt material. I also saw a distinction in soil texture between what was L75 and L80. I excavated L75 as a pit, and in the process missed a layer of darker soil, which should have been separate. At the bottom of this locus is a tan semi-circle line, which may be a pit of residue associated with features found last year. This area – now L100 – is level with the sounding.

The area of L80 was so small and disconnected that it was very difficult to tell what might have been happening in this location. All layers seem to extend into the northeastern baulk – leaving an excellent profile – and more information may lie within our current baulk. L80 was not as clearly a surface as it appeared in the cross section, and rainfall did not help to clarify the picture. Beneath this black hard packed layer was a series of layers of flat lying pottery and lithics (L85). It is possible that these were two or three surface layers, but the pottery was very scattered and there were a few pieces standing vertical. I believe that this is either a very degraded surface or a fill locus. Beneath this L88 is more clearly fill, with light gray soil, carbon and ash inclusions. Part of this locus was blown away during excavation revealing a cluster of small stones and lithics under the surface (L90). It seems likely that this locus continues under all of L85, and is possibly associated with L92. 

Next week, I will continue to attempt to reach the level of the Ubaid sounding.

