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Today we removed the last of fill locus 10 and found the west end of wall L11, along with a new wall, L16.   We removed the high mini baulk of L9 in the northeastern corner of the trench, and pushed L9 to the south until we defined the northern edge of wall L17.  We started a new locus, L15, as the last few centimeters of debris above the ash layer (probably a surface) L19.  We removed the hump of baulk in the NW corner of the trench to try and understand the western end of wall L17.  What we found was another pit, L18, just west of pit L14.   

L10:


We removed the last hump of this locus and found the west end of wall L11, then a space, and then the start of another wall, L16, which goes into the western baulk.  It is not clear if the space between walls L11 and L16 is an entrance, empty space, room, or ?  

L11:


With its western end exposed and a fresh cleaning, wall L11 is impressive.  It has three rows consisting of a core wall with bricks laid with their length perpendicular to the wall, bracketed by two rows of bricks laid with their length parallel to the wall.  At the west end of the wall, two bricks with the length laid perpendicular close off the wall.  

L16: 


We exposed at least four bricks of this new wall in plan view.  It may continue to the north or only to the west.  We are working to better define this wall. 

L9:


We removed the mini baulk in the NE corner of the trench down to the level of emerging wall L17.  Then we cut L9 towards the south until we picked up baked mud plaster on the northern face of wall L17.   This mud plaster is L19, which is the surface in the room and it wraps up onto the north face of wall L17 (this wrapping is also seen in trench F19 and F20).  

L17: 


We followed the mud plaster of L19 to the west but lost it about halfway across the trench.  It may continue further south or west, being not preserved in parts, or alternatively the wall ends.  Although there appear to be bricks filling the space between parallel walls L11 and L17, it is possible that there is a space between these two walls, or that L17 turns to the south at some point to intersect L11.  

L15: 


We made the last few centimeters of what is essentially L9 a new locus, L15, to better control the material over surface L19.  The surface L19 is a baked mud plaster covered with a thin coating of ash.  

L18:


In order to better understand the articulation of wall L17 with the walls in trench F20 to the NW, we cut down the mini baulk between the two trenches in the NW corner. At a level about 15 cm above the F20 wall L11 we found another pit similar to pit L14.  We did not excavate this pit today. 

Summary: 


Today we removed the rest of L10 and most of L9 in an effort to define walls L11, 16 and 17.  Although there are lots of bricks throughout the trench, we cannot yet say that we clearly understand how these walls articulate.  The pits L14 and L18 are not helping matters.  We do believe there is a gap between walls L11 and L16.   L11 may be a separate structure that abuts wall L17, or it may be integrated with that structure through a cross wall between walls L17 and L11.  If the latter is the case, then perhaps wall L17 is only about 50cm wide, mirroring the stone foundations of this wall seen to the east in trench F19.  
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