Weekly Summary

Area F, Trench 2

Week 5, ending on June 16, 2005

M. Eppihimer

The week’s work was divided into two parts.  At the beginning we examined and then removed one context and at the end a second new context emerged.

The first two days were spent coming down around walls 2034 and 2033 in loci 2031, 2032, 2036.  Wall 2034 was never seen to extend further W or N than initially observed.  The order of construction in this context is hypothesizes as follows: wall 2034 was built, after which surface 2035 was deposited to its E.  Thereafter, the mudbrick platform/wall 2033 was built against the S end of wall 2034.  A sherd separated the two, showing that they were not bonded.  Also, surface 2035 passed under 2033 for a few centimeters.

At some point, a bricky layer in the NW was deposited upon the same ashy layer that wall 2034 sat upon.

After removing these features, the trench was divided into 2 new loci, E and E (2040, 2041).  The first feature to emerge was pit 2042, an ashy pit.  This was dug for a half meter (producing a cylinder seal, KT 7) before the soil shifted to a deep ash with child bones.  We stopped digging, not knowing the particulars of the burial.  Instead, we concentrated on following a plaster line that ran SW-NE that was cut by the pit.  We cut sections into the pit (2045) and saw that this plaster line was almost one half meter deep, where it met a plaster surface.  Using this as our guide, the area to the E became 2044 and to the W 2043.  

While removing 2044, we observed new plaster lines along the same orientation and a pebble surface in the Se (2049).  This surface abutted a wall (2050) with a corner, whose interior face was plastered.  This face was separate from the original plaster line, but parallel to it.  

At the end of the week it was not clear whether it is two parallel walls or some other construction.

In the NW corner of the trench there was an amorphous and uneven ashy layer.

The end of the week also saw the removal of the mudbrick platform 2029, which had been pedestalled while F7 worked around its W end.  The platform had three courses.

