Weekly Summary

Area F, Trench 2

Week 6, ending June 23rd 2005

M. Eppihimer

This final week of excavation was spent defining and then excavating as much as possible of the plaster-lined walls and surfaces that began to emerge at the end of last week.
With the section cuts from pit 2042 and our sections in 2045, we determined that the area to the E of the plaster line in the NE of the trench was a wall (2050) and that in the south there was a parallel wall that we later determined was a niche (2051).  The interior faces of both are plastered and the top of 2051 is plastered.  The section also showed us that there was a plaster surface that ran up to these walls on the inside of the structure (2065).
The fill to the W of the structure was divided initially into 3 separate areas: 2052, close to the walls, 2054 in the NW corner, and 2053 the SW corner.  As 2053 was removed, a plaster line marking the western continuation of wall 2050 emerged.  To determine its S edge we cut a section 2058 and determined that the wall was 50 cm wide.  Now that the interior and exterior of the structure were clear, the interior loci were united into one (2061).  This locus was full of debris: mudbrick, plaster lines and chunks, ash.  We removed this debris down to the level of the plaster surface (2065) known from the section cuts.

While working down to this surface, we came upon a patchy, white plastered pseudo-morphic surface in the NE alongside wall 2050. This locus (2056) was too small for a HAP procedure, so the entire surface was sampled.  Multiple other possible surfaces could be seen running up to the wall in the section, but these were extremely difficult to trace.  It is also possible that they are lying flat coincidentally and are actually part of the debris filling the interior of the structure.

To the SE of the structure, we removed a pebbly surface (2049) and the sub-surface fill underneath (2055).  As we were removing the fill in 2055, we noticed a linear distinction between an area of brown soil along the wall 2050 (2063) and an area of gray pebbly soil to the E (2062).  The southern edge of this pebbly area is also distinctly linear.  We started removing 2062 thinking that it was a surface but after taking off several centimeters the distinction remained.

To the S of the structure, a fill area 2053 and a mudbrick layer 2057 were removed.  Beneath this was further fill 2060.  Along the S edge of the trench, a line of large coarse broken potsherds lying on top of rocks emerged parallel to wall 2050.  This was designated L 2068.  

Once the entire plaster surface 2065 inside the structure was exposed we used the HAP procedure.  The surface sampled was actually a multi-layered multi-surfaced entity.  It was nearly impossible to work through each of the individual plaster layers and pebble surface superimposed.  The sub-surface locus is 2072, but was not excavated.

Two features were present in the surface. A small but deep pit (2066) cut into the surface in the SE corner near the niche.  This was filled with small but coarse broken potsherds and some plaster.  A second, larger circular feature in the NW (2067, 2069) proved to be a shallow pit into which a bowl with a string-cut base had been set (2070).  We used a section cut to remove the bowl before the season ended (2071).  

