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Today began by leveling L7145 in the northeast quadrant of the trench as it is extremely difficult to read any features in this fill when it is excavated unevenly. At the same time burnt surface feature L7147 was removed and found to contain a subsurface fill which was assigned L7165. This reddish yellow (5 YR 7/6) fill is composed of burnt mud brick debris that had disintegrated into a fine silt. Some pottery and an obsidian flake were recovered.

Locus 7146 was also closed in the southwest area of the trench. Excavations in L7151 yesterday revealed the top edge of pit 7146 which could finally be followed today. More pottery was recovered, some heavily burnt, and two carbon samples were taken from the basal layers of the pit. The pebbled surface within the pit locus noted at the opening of this locus did not continue southward into the final portion of the pit that was excavated today. The surface might, however, extend east into fill 7151 and will need to be investigated.

After heavy spraying with the water canister, exploration with a small hand pick, and consultation with Bradley, it appears that L7157 is not a wall as initially designated but is in fact fill. In this respect, L7157 will be removed in order to trace the extension of L7159 pebbles surface and L7166, another pebbled surface that was uncovered on May 25 but opened as a locus today. 7166 is similar in elevation and composition to 7159 and may prove to be a continuation of this initial surface.
Further investigations via sprayer and hand pick were also carried out in the wall L7160 to better elucidate the dimensions and preservation of this feature. What has become apparent in the south and western profile of this locus is a floor or surface that was either not preserved in either L7152 or 7156 or the preservation was so poor that it was lost in excavation of these two fills. Either way this surface appears to be higher in elevation than pebbled surface 7166 and 7159 and therefore cannot be considered related at this time. It also appears that a stone door socket in L7152 (KT4 but left in situ at this time) might be related to this new surface. This surface will be explored tomorrow.
Last, several new loci that were uncovered at the end of yesterday were opened today in the northwest quadrant of the trench. These include a pale red (2.5 YR 7/2) medium to fine fill with angular clay clumps, rocks and two 18-20 cm burnt mud bricks (L7161), a black (10 YR 2/1) silty ash pit with mud brick debris (L7162), a second mud brick wall running north-south out of the north baulk with clear brick lines and unknown amount of courses at this time (L7163), and a brown (7.5 YR 5/3) medium to fine clay and silt fill (L7164) west of wall 7163. Today excavation was performed in pit 7162 where a pottery cluster (KT5) was recovered including a small pedestalled bowl (70% complete), a grinder fragment (KT7) and two animal figurine fragments (KT4,6). Fill L7164 was also partially excavated with hand pick and trowel to a depth of 5-10 cm with pottery and an obsidian flake being recovered.
