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Today began by closing L7145 and opening new loci to account for features that are beginning to emerge in this northeast corner of the trench. The most prominent is a large ovoid pit (7181) which is composed of dark brown (10 YR 3/3) medium to coarse top layer of 2-10 cm clay clumps as the top most subdivision surrounded by a ring of ash. The western end of the pit is quite shallow with a compacted mud, possibly plaster, bottom. In the eastern end the situation is quite different as the compacted layer ends and seems to drop sharply into a medium to fine, soft clay matrix that is significantly deeper. In fact, excavation to a depth of 50-70 cm was performed today with hand trowels and the bottom has still not been reached. No carbon is present, only soft ashy deposits and soil. Multiple soil samples were taken at various levels inside the pit and sieving every 5-8 buckets produced very few broken pot sherds.
Unfortunately there are no other overtly obvious features though an extension of wall 7178 is barely visible along the eastern baulk. It is particularly difficult to see because there seems to be alternating red and white bricks making the more visible red bricks seem as if they are not connected. Heavy spraying with water didn’t help either so I had the entire area being cut by pit 7181 scraped flat with hand trowels which removed only 2-3 cm. Any pottery that was recovered from this scarping was included as the final KT (32) for fill 7145. Once the flattening was completed the lighting was so bad that still nothing could be identified conclusively. Therefore tomorrow morning this entire area will be sprayed down and hopefully features will become clear so that loci can be assigned.

A 10cm small pick pass was also conducted in fill 7173 where now it is obvious there is a pit emerging in the northwest corner of the locus below what had before been an ashy/darker soil ring that was not altogether connected.
Lastly concentration was spent in the northwest corner loci where it was determined that the surface 7174 is indeed complete therefore subsurface fill 7184 was opened. Surface 7170 was also closed and directly below it, a superimposed plaster surface was opened as L7182. This surface is characterized by residual impressed pebbles along the western end and heavy burning in the southeast corner below where two mud bricks and ashy/burn debris were removed in L7170. 

The Household Archaeology Protocol (HAP) was used in excavating 7182 where a 50 x 50 cm sample (KT1) was collected along with a sieving ratio of 100% through a ¼ inch screen where ceramic and bone was collected. This surface locus is so compacted that a soil sample was not possible. During excavation it was noted that 7182 contained two possible surfaces that are visible in the cross section of clumps of the clay plaster surface locus. These layers are roughly 1 cm apart and 2-3 mm in thickness making their individual excavation extremely difficult. What was also noticed and photographed was the eastern edge/section of wall 7163 and the multiple layers of superimposed floors of various colors that are bonded to the wall.
