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Today concentration was spent on the removal of several plaster surfaces in the northwest corner of the trench. This includes L7185, a light gray (2.5 YR 7/2) medium to coarse plaster surface layer directly below surface locus 7182 and L7189, also a light gray (2.5 YR 7/2) medium to coarse surface layer of mud plaster. Both surfaces were excavated using the Household Archaeology Protocol (HAP) in which a 50 x 50 cm HAP sample was taken from the western end of the locus. 

In both cases the sample was taken from the same exact spot where the sample for L7182 was taken so that there will be continuity between the loci. For L7185 a total of 54 liters of surface was removed with a screening ratio of 100% through a ¼ inch sieve. For L7189, 29 total liters were removed along with the same screening ratio. Soil samples were taken from each locus as well. 

In both cases, it was noted that the surface was more fully preserved along the western edge of the locus (hence the HAP sample being taken from this area) with heavy burning or ashy deposits along the sparsely-preserved surface layer on the eastern end. In this respect it is much clearer on the western end of both loci that the surfaces were actually bonded with wall 7163.

Also in this northwest corner of the trench, subsurface fill 7184 was fully excavated with small hand picks and trowels. At the same time, 10cm was excavated with hand picks in fill L7179 to better ascertain the walls of L7178 in this small “magazine” area. Thankfully now the walls are much clearer though no associated surfaces or features have been uncovered. 

The same rational went into opening fill L7180 on the northern side of wall 7178 in the northeast quadrant of the trench. This reddish brown (5 YR 4/3) medium to fine textured fill with clay clumps and mud brick debris in a silty, rounded matrix was opened to better define the walls on the “outside” of this structure (7178) and was excavated 10cm in depth with hand picks and trowels. 

Excavation in this area also brought to light the northern extension of another mud brick wall that is connected with the 7178 structure. Thus on the north side of the one room/magazine uncovered so far, two relatively parallel walls are identified, the eastern one extending further north than the western one and containing what is now considered a small gap or space in between. This latter assessment can change however in the future upon further investigation.

Finally new loci were opened in the northeast corner of the trench as these features became visible through vigorous cleaning of the area with trowels, brushing and water spraying. L7186 is a ovoid shallow pit or bin that is lined with mud or mud plaster with reddish brown (5 YR 5/4) angular coarse fill resting on top. Its relationship to pit 7181 remains to be seen, however the proximity of 7186 and 7181 lends credence to a possibility of some shared function. 

Also noted and opened was wall L7187 and to better articulate this wall, fill 7188 located directly in the northeast corner of the trench. The fill surrounding these new loci was designated as L7191, a light reddish brown (5 YR 6/4) medium to fine clay with a sandy clay matrix. The entire area seems to be heavily influenced by mud bricky debris that is perhaps related to the collapse of structure 7178, though thus far no indication of burning is present on the surface of the bricks included within 7178.

Last fill L7190 was assigned to the eastern edge of 7178 to better ascertain the condition of the structure on the eastern end. 10-20cm was excavated within this locus with small hand picks. During this operation a seemingly large vessel with curved rim was uncovered and left in situ until it is determined whether or not it is resting on some kind of a surface. This hypothesis is raised based on the fact that the vessel is standing completely upright, wedged between the wall of 7178 and the eastern baulk.

A final note was on the examination of pit 7181 it was noticed in the morning light on the section profile of the inside of the pit that there is in fact a sealing layer, probably mud plastering though Bradley pointed out the possibility of this being a “rain-created” surface. Nevertheless this layer is roughly 1-2 cm thick and serves as a seal for the contents of the pit below it. Photographs were taken. 

