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Today I began by continuing excavation of 10cm with small hand picks and trowels in between wall fill loci 7207 and 7211. At the same time pit locus 7206 was fully excavated and closed. This pit was found to contain a large amount of non-diagnostic pot sherds of various wares and fabrics both lining the pit and wedged within the sandy brown pebbly matrix. The locus was sieved at a ratio of 1:1 (100%) with a minimal amount of tiny sherds being recovered and a single bone.

Surface L7208 was also excavated using the Household Archaeology Protocol (HAP). The HAP sample was taken from the southern end of the locus which seemed most promising despite the overall poor preservation of the surface. Once the HAP sample (KT1) was removed, the rest of the surface was excavated using a 1:1 ratio of screening through a 1/4 inch sieve. A soil sample (KT5) was also collected. Despite the seemingly sparse amount of cultural material on the surface, within the actual floor was a good amount of pottery, flint debitage and even flint cores. Excavation of this locus was not completed today unfortunately and will be finished tomorrow.

A new surface locus was also opened east of surface 7208 in the northeast corner of the trench. This was designated as L7213 and is a greenish gray (Gley 1 6/10Y) compacted mud plaster surface that comes up to the edge of wall 7120 and seems to run below surface 7208 on its eastern side. This surface also slopes up at almost a 90 degree angle on its eastern edge which wouild suggest that the surface either led up to some sort of doorway to street level or was bonded against a wall or other feature. Unfortunately excavation of the remainder of L7191 yesterday revealed no such feature east of surface 7213.

A HAP sample (KT1) was taken from the center of locus 7213. The rest of the surface will be excavated tomorrow once it is determined the actual extend of this locus. This began to be assessed today by leveling and closing L7188 in the northeast corner of the trench and will continue tomorrow with the removal of the mud bricks that line pit 7181. It will need to be determined whether or not this pit actually cut surface 7213. However at this point, it seems that the surface does not continue north into the northern baulk of the trench though it may be possible that it does continue toward the eastern baulk, east of where the surface slopes up.

