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Today began with the excavation of the remainder of soil that was underneath the burnt mud bricks lining pit 7181 in the northeast corner of the trench. Once this was accomplished, excavation was done in fill L7214, which was opened a few days ago. This light brown (7.5YR 6/3) coarse clay fill with medium compaction and a sandy/silt matrix serves as the abutting fill to surface 7208 and also the subsurface fill to that locus. 10cm was excavated using small hand picks in the western side of the locus. Accompanying this work was the shaving down of the sides of walls 7209 and 7210 to better reflect the actual dimensions of the bricks. 
At the same time, the rest of surface 7213 was excavated using the Household Archaeology Protocol. The HAP sample, a 50 x 50cm square in which the entire surface and soil was collected, was excavated on June 28, 2005. As excavation progressed I noticed that this surface was very thin and easily “popped” off the subsurface fill. Excavation here also confirmed that the surface was bonded to the in situ door socket that was located in the north central area of the locus. Some diagnostic pottery sherds came out of or from on top of this surface. A screening ratio of 1:1 was used.
For mud plaster surface 7219, a last effort was made to trace the locus as far as the eastern baulk. This involved the excavation of roughly 7-10cm with hand pick and trowel from the known eastern extension of the surface toward the eastern baulk of the trench. This showed that the floor unfortunately does not extend east, however we did find interesting linear plaster/brick lines that may suggest the presence of a wall, or at least some kind of feature that abuts surface 7219. The outline of two mud bricks were also uncovered directly adjacent to the door socket sunk into 7219 in the northeast corner of the locus. Photographs were taken though whether or not we will be returning to this feature this season has yet to be determined.

Lastly continued excavation in locus 7221, a pit inside of platform 7183, revealed the presence of a human burial. Only a long bone (possible leg bone) and what appears to be a foot and associated bones were visible as they are emerging from the eastern baulk. Therefore it was decided to excavate a portion of the eastern baulk which separates trench F7 from F2 in order to excavate the entirety of the burial. This was accomplished with large pick axes where a section 35cm to the north and south of platform 7183 was removed down to roughly 5cm above the top level of pit 7221. 

At this point, hand trowels were used to begin the delicate excavation of this now burial pit. At first, every bucket was being sieved through a 1mm screen. However this of course made progress extremely slow, so it was decided to remove at least 20-30cm without screening to bring us down on top of the body, then screening at a 1:1 ratio would begin. Due to time constraints and illness, we did not reach the body today and will continue excavation in this locus tomorrow.
