Weekly Trench Summary

Area F, Trench 7

C. Painter

Week 4

This week’s major work was confined to the recording and excavation of several surfaces in the northwest corner of the trench as well as the uncovering of a large mud brick structure. First several surfaces, specifically L7168, 7174, 7179, 7182, 7185, 7189 were excavated from either side of walls 7163 and 7154. These surfaces were excavated using the Household Archaeology Protocol where a 50 x 50cm HAP sample was completely excavated inside the surface along with flotation samples and a 100% screening ratio through a ¼ inch sieve. 

Each HAP sample for each surface was taken from the same spot so that there will be continuity. In each case, it was noted both in the baulk sections, the sections from walls 7163 and 7154, and in the sections of pieces from the actual surfaces themselves that each locus contained multiple superimposed layers that were on average 2-3mm in thickness and spaced by no more than 1cm. 

Also this week walls 7158 and 7160 were finally removed. It was found that below these walls and subwall fill, which was not very deep, was an additional series of walls that eventually gave way to an entire “structure” that was composed of 4-5 mud brick walls interconnected by right angle corners to form two small “magazine-type” interior spaces.

Associated with structure 7178 that was also excavated was brick-lined pit 7181, mud plastered pit/bin 7186, burnt mud brick platform 7183, and a small mud brick wall stub 7187 abutting 7186. 

