Weekly Trench Summary

Area F, Trench 7

C. Painter

Week 5

This week was focused on the removal of structure 7178 to make way for examination of a second set of wall features that are beginning to emerge below. These became visible due to excavation in the fill areas between the walls of 7178 where earlier walls were detected that are of a slightly different orientation from those of 7178. 

Before structure 7178 was removed, a series of aerial photographs were taken which included these walls, as well as pit 7181, bin 7186, wall stub 7187, and platform 7183, essentially the entirety of the eastern half of the trench. To prepare for these photographs, pit 7186 was fully excavated, as well as the fill 7191 surrounding pit 7181 to better articulate the line of burnt mud bricks that line the edge of the pit. 

Several new loci were also opened and excavated including pit 7192 which could possibly be some kind of pot stand, pit 7199 in the western half of the trench abutting child burial 7200, and mud brick walls 7201, 7202 and 7209. Fill loci associated with these new features that were opened and worked in include 7203, 7204, 7205, 7207, and 7211. Pit 7193 that was opened last week was also excavated.

Finally many loci were closed including the interior for pit 7181 (the burnt mud bricks lining the edge of the pit were left in situ), walls 7163 and 7154 with associated subwall fills 7197 and 7198 respectively, and the final surface in the northwest corner of the trench 7194 was excavated using the HAP and subsurface fill 7196 was removed down to the level of closed pit locus 7162. 

