Daily Trench Journal 

Area F

Trench 9

May 18, 2005

I began today by finishing up the cleaning of L9023. Some bones were found, but it is unclear how good there context is.  It is very likely t hat they fell in over the last few years.

Next, I took L9024 down to the level of L9025.  I found some white sand that might have been what kept this a separate locus in the 2001 season.  I believe it is similar to the sand that can be seen in the baulk above the locus (see picture 5 on camera V on this date).

I am now taking L9023 down another 10cm to what I believe will be good context.  I am also going to take back the side of the sounding to get a good cross-section of the locus.  I have now called this removed section L9028.  The context is bad because it contains a possible mix of new stuff as well as old.  The workmen took the sounding wall back a little further than I had planned and it revealed quite a bit of the burn layer with a high concentration in the NW corner above L9027.  Also in this corner was a high concentration of bone.  I found possible knee joints and started uncovering an animal skull.

After t aking out L9028, we decided that we could continue down in L9023 which I have renamed L9029 since we should be at relatively good context now.  We decided to take it down about 15cm, take a look, and then bring it even with L9025.

Bringing L9029 down half way revealed nothing so I decided to keep going to even out the trench a little.  Going down in L9029 revealed some possible stone floor similar to that seen in F7.  But it was composed of relatively small stones and was difficult to t ell if that was actually what it was.  There was also some reddish dirt just south of the middle of the locus which could be mud brick.  Once I get the locus cleared out I will look more closely at what might be there and then possibly define other Loci within this large area to make it easier to manage.
We finished taking L9029 down and will even it out tomorrow.

Also note, I went back and made the day plan measurements more accurate with the trench being a 4.35 x 4.65m square.
