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This week began with all good things having been removed from my trench.  There is discussion of me and Baris being reassigned to area C at the top of the tepe.  

I will deal with my trench in north and south areas since that is how my trench is oriented.

North:

This half of the trench seems on the most part to be mainly cultural fill.  There have been some variations between softer and incredibly hard and dense, but there is still a good amount of pottery, chipped stone, animal bone and carbon.  A few small finds came out, but Bradley is hoping to push down to see if I hit virgin soil soon, since Baris just did in his trench.

We did make one really nice discovery in this part of the trench this time.  In the northeast corner of the trench, in very hard and compact claylike soil we found a small, but rich cache of beads.   The beads were found inside a small, well made clay vessel without any other associated finds.  For complete notes on the beads, see the daily journal for June 1, 2005.  They range in material from rock crystal to shell to stone to bone.  They are very well made and must have had some sort of high value even in the past.  They are most likely from more than one necklace, but could also have been beads sewn to fabric or leather or even just stored within the vessel.  The vessel was hidden away for whatever reason, but was never returned for.

South:

This side of the trench is very different from the north, containing a great deal more domestic remains.  There was also one anomaly, when taking down the step so that we could enter and exit the trench more easily, I came across a burial.  This burial may be associated with the other burial (L5) from the north.  It was poorly preserved, found with the head oriented to the south, a flexed position, and possibly hands in front of the face.  The cranium, mandible and some carpals were left in the baulk by Bradley’s decision.

The rest of the southern side of the trench focuses on domestic remains.  There was a sloping pebble surface/dump leaning up against the bricky material of L18.  The pebble surface (L16) was HAP sampled, but since it could not be fully traced, the sample was probably not collected 100%.  There is also a complete coarse ware vessel smash along the eastern baulk.  We have almost brought L15 down to the base of the vessel, but have not been able to complete that based on incredibly bad weather.  This is all below the tandur area.  So it was probably some sort of external work area where domestic activities, possibly related to stone working (based on lithic debitage) and food preparation.

