Weekly Summary
Area D
Trench 4
June 16th – June 21st
 This week was primarily spent excavating the collapse layer L4111.  Above this collapse we had originally identified a wall and divided the loci as a wall (L4108) with (L4106) and (L4107) as fill on wither side.  We soon realized that we had misidentified this, and were actually in one large collapse layer that was covered by a thick ashy fill layer that we later identified as L4109.  

The collapse layer itself (L4111) was characterized by burnt mud brick of red, yellow and green varieties.  There was a thick layer of large, whole mud bricks at the top of the collapse, followed by a higher concentration of thin burned mud roofing material.  There were also architectural components containing the curvature of the roofing beams – the diameter of the beams tended to be between 6 and 9cm from the ones that I measured.  
We later switched loci from L4111 to L4112 because we noticed a change in the characteristics of the locus.  This new locus contained primarily burnt red brick material and the roofing material with scattered white chaffy bits showing either a plaster between bricks or inclusions within the bricks.  We also figured that we were getting close to the floor now that we were under the roofing material. 
We divided L4112 into L4112 and L4113 when we noticed a white layer that we thought was a surface that became L4113.  However, when we got below it, we realized that it was not actually a change but still part of the same collapse.  Possibly a plaster facing from a fallen wall?  We kept the distinction however, as the remaining L4112 was showing some different characteristics than that of L4113.  Primarily, the remaining section of L4112 is a more ashy fill like content than the red brick material showing up in the area later separated as L4113.  
Under L4113 and L4112, we found the floor towards the end of the week (L4115).  The floor had several small finds on it including 3 andirons, various shaped pottery, a large alteresque object and several other hardened mudbrick items theoretically for use in an oven?  

L4104 remained largely fill like without the burnt mud brick characteristics of the collapse layer.

One of the most important things determined from the excavation of the collapse layer was the order of collapse.  Most of the large small finds towards the floor L4115 where not lying flat on the floor showing that they fell into the place that we excavated them.  Theoretically then, they were sitting on a shelf on the wall.  The way the collapse would have occurred during the fire was that the roof would have caved in first, knocking the objects to the ground below it.  Hence the objects, followed by a layer of roofing material.  After the roof caved in, the walls then collapsed on top creating the top of the collapse layer we excavated.
