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The primary focus of this week was to gain a better understanding of the collapsed room in the northern portion of the trench.  On the 23rd, Barish, Resul, and myself worked on removing the collapsed mudbrick from Locus 167 revealing numerous small finds (including 3 spindle whorls [KTs 38, 39, and 40], 3 pieces of body adornment [KTs 41, 46, and 47], and a seal impression [KT 45]). On the 24th we continued to remove the collapse and came upon the floor (Locus 172) with a substantial number of flat lying artifacts. Outside the house we discovered several potential related features in the trench including a burnt surface (Locus 171), a large stone lined pit (Locus 174) and an outdoor work surface to the south of the pit (Locus 173).  The remainder of the week was spent in attempting to remove the eastern baulk to expand the trench in order to better understand the connections of the collapsed house to the wall discovered running through D8 and D5 in previous seasons. After removing the eastern baulk we discovered a connected room with a doorway in which the collapsed layer was given Locus 177 and Locus 179. Our emphasis was the articulation of this room and preparing for plan photographs to show their connections. Of interest was the large stonewall uncovered in the baulk extension (Locus 170). This wall was initially thought to have been connected to the extension of wall Locus 159 in the eastern baulk extension, but a closer look after removing the fill between Locus 159 and Locus 170 revealed that there was a substantial amount of fill and an ash layer, suggesting that Locus 170 was not associated with the collapsed house and was of a later date. The removal of Locus 170 revealed another stonewall (Locus 182) whose association with the collapsed house has yet to be determined.

