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Introduction

Trench D6 was started in 2002 excavation season directly south of Trench D4. This is on the Southern slope of the main mound of Kenan Tepe. The reasoning behind this placement was to capture views of the continuations of surface and architecture found in D4 during the 2001 season. The trench was excavated again in the 2005 field season in order to complete the excavations of the 2nd millennium furnace complex in the northwest portion of the trench. The purpose of the excavations in D6 this season were to attempt to discern any connections between the Ubaid walls discovered in trenches D8 and D5 and possible associated architecture in trench D6.

Excavation Notes

The trench had not been excavated in two seasons and a significant amount of erosion had fallen into the trench. Our initial starting elevations for the cleaning locus (Locus 83) was 590.01 meters above sea level, accumulating nearly .4 m of deposits above the plastic used to preserve the levels from the 2005 season. The erosion had also expanded our trench to its dimensions of 9.25 meters by 4 meters. Our initial task was to remove the erosional deposits to uncover the remains unearthed in 2005. After cleaning we began excavating beginning with Locus number 84. We began by emphasizing the Middle Bronze age pebble cobble street surfaces that more or less ran roughly north to south through the center of the trench. We uncovered at least seven different layering phases of this surface including Loci 85, 91, 96, 102, 106, 113 and118, combining for roughly .9 meters of deposit. These surfaces were composed of pebbles, cobbles, and a substantial amount of potsherds. 

To the west of this street we found only one potential architectural structure, a2.1 meters long and .5 meters wide stonewall (Locus 108) which was cut by pit Locus 101, and runs into the northern baulk of the trench. The remaining Middle Bronze Loci (86, 92, and 97, and 103) yielded no associated architecture. Of note is that Ubaid painted ceramics began emerging mixed with Middle Bronze ceramics in Locus 97, and that Loci 107, 114, 120, 121, 122 all yielded primarily Ubaid ceramics.

To the east of the streets we discovered mixed contexts pretty much throughout our excavations suggesting that this portion of the trench had been heavily altered by slope erosion. The stonewall uncovered at the end of the 2005 season (Locus 73) was renamed Locus 87 and was the only significant architecture associated with the second millennium streets that we discovered. Locus 91 of the streets probably lay under any associated structure with Locus 87 in that two streets combined to form a junction with main street running north to south through the trench and a cross street joining it running east towards the Tigris. Loci 89, 90, 88, 93, 94, 95, 99, 100, 104, 105, 109, 110, 115, and 119 all contained mixed contexts and different soil consistencies that the western portion of the trench suggesting that these loci were affected by the erosional processes of the mound. An earlier stonewall foundation was discovered in Locus 112 running along the eastern border of street Locus 113, but no connecting walls were discovered as it ran both into the eastern and southern baulks. 

Below the Middle Bronze street deposits and their associated loci, we uncovered largely Ubaid contexts throughout the trench. The later Ubaid deposits in the trench consisted of largely ephemeral outdoor surfaces, and we only uncovered two walls (Locus 117 and Locus 131) that ran roughly parallel to each other. Locus 117 was a mudbrick wall 3.3 meters long and .55 meters wide roughly north to south along the western baulk of the trench and was either cut or ran up against an oven or fireplace represented by Loci (124, 129, and 147). Locus 131 was a 3.5-meter long and .6 meter wide mudbrick wall with 2 discernable rows of bricks of 20 by 50 cm, however only one course of bricks was present. No connecting walls were discovered between these two walls. Below these walls lay roughly .35 meters of fill with no architectural features, however two fetus burials were discovered Locus 145 and Locus 155. 

In the northern portion of the trench we discovered wall Locus 159 which provided the connection with the house structure that had been uncovered in D8 and D5 in previous seasons. To the north of wall Locus 159 we uncovered a layer of collapsed and burnt mudbrick (Locus 167). This was most likely created by the collapse of the roof followed by the collapse inward of the mudbrick wall sealing the floors (Locus 172 and Locus 184). The collapsed layer in Locus 167 contained several small finds including whole pots, tools, and body adornment, suggesting either that these items were on the roof of the building or located in some manner on the inner walls of the building. 

After uncovering the floor of the house (Locus 172) we began removing the eastern baulk of the trench to ascertain the specific connections between our wall Locus 159 and the walls in Trench D8 and Trench D5, as well as the remainder of the collapsed building located and uncovered this season in Trench D4. In the eastern baulk extension we uncovered an eastern room of the house that contained a doorway into the main room represented by Floor Locus 172 and a doorway into the courtyard represented in Loci 178, 186, 180, 171, 193, 174, and 173. Wall Locus 159 extended into the eastern baulk and came to a corner and became the same wall discovered earlier in trenches D8 and D5. 

A large stonewall of unknown date (Locus 170) and an earlier foundation or wall (Locus 182) was discovered in the eastern baulk extension as well. Both Ubaid and Early Bronze age diagnostic pottery was uncovered in the removal of both portions of the wall. An earlier wall was discovered in Locus 188 that was Ubaid in date and abutted the southeast corner of Wall Locus 159. Locus 188 probably represents a courtyard or terrace wall associated with the collapsed house. A doorway into this courtyard was discovered in the room in the eastern baulk extension. In the courtyard were a number of features. A burnt surface (Locus 171) with a rock and potsherd foundation (Locus 193) was located along the western baulk in the center of the trench. A large stone lined pit (Locus 174) abutted the stone courtyard wall of Locus 188, and was tentatively dated to be Ubaid based on ceramic typology. A surface (Locus 173) was located directly to the west of the pit and contained some small cobbles, potsherds, and a significant amount of ash and charred seeds.

Below the floors of both the rooms and located below the foundation of Wall Locus 159 we discovered a series of surfaces (Loci 189, 190, 192) that probably represented earlier Ubaid outdoor work surfaces. A large pit (Locus 191) was discovered in the eastern room in the baulk extension that ran below the wall and into the northern baulk between D6 and D4. This pit was filled with burnt earth and ash, and revealed a hard burnt earth surface suggesting that it was an earlier Ubaid hearth associated with the outdoor work surfaces in Loci 189, 190, and 192.

Significant Finds
	Locus
	KT #
	Tentative Date
	Contexts/Remarks

	83
	4
	MB
	Stone Mold from baulk cleaning near the furnace excavated in 2002 and 2005.

	85
	5
	MB
	Bronze Arrowhead from 2nd millennium street

	98
	2 and 3
	MB
	Worked ceramic disks

	99
	1
	MB
	Oven Leg

	102
	5
	MB
	Bronze Pin from the 2nd millennium street

	130
	2
	Ubaid
	Basalt Fishnet weight

	143
	4 and 5
	Ubaid
	Grinding stone and Pestle from between walls Locus 117 and Locus 131

	147
	2 and 3
	Ubaid 
	Hammerstones found in association with two large lithic cores, numerous smaller cores and heavy concentrations of debitage. Located below the burnt surface Locus 129.

	154
	9
	Ubaid 
	Bone Pin

	160
	1
	Ubaid
	Obsidian Arrowhead From a pit cutting the Collapsed room in Locus 167.

	164
	1
	Ubaid
	Spindle Whorl – from fill north of wall 159

	167
	2, 3, 17, 34
	Ubaid
	Bone awls from the Collapse of the house north of wall 159.

	167
	4
	Ubaid
	Stone Pendant from the collapsed house

	167
	5, 16, 21, 22
	Ubaid
	Beads recovered from the collapsed house

	167
	6
	Ubaid
	Worked shell pendant from the collapsed house

	167
	14, 19, 20
	Ubaid
	Stone axes from the collapsed house. The three were all small hand tools but each was of a different size suggesting different functions or for working different materials.

	167
	18
	Ubaid 
	Obsidian blade discovered in the area of the stone axes from the collapsed house 

	167
	28
	Ubaid
	Whole Pot from the collapsed house

	167
	27
	Ubaid
	Stone pendant from the collapsed house

	167
	29
	Ubaid
	Whole Pot from the collapsed house

	167
	38, 39, 40
	Ubaid
	Spindle whorls from the collapsed house

	167
	41
	Ubaid
	Stone Pendant from the collapsed house

	167
	45
	Ubaid
	Seal Impression from the collapsed house, with both impressions of the stamp seal and rope.

	167
	46
	Ubaid
	Stone Pendant from the collapsed house

	167
	49, 64
	Ubaid
	Unfired clay andirons from the collapsed house

	167
	60
	Ubaid
	Whole pot from the collapsed house

	167
	61
	Ubaid
	Obsidian arrowhead

	168
	2
	Ubaid
	Stone pendant from the fill south of the collapsed house

	171
	5 and 6
	Ubaid
	Possible metal fragments from burnt earth surface in Locus 171.

	172
	6
	Ubaid
	Spindle whorl from the floor of the collapsed house.

	182
	3
	-
	Pestle from the foundation of the large stone wall in the eastern baulk extension

	182
	4 and 5
	-
	Bone tools from the foundation of the large stone wall in the eastern baulk extension

	182
	9
	-
	Obsidian arrowhead from the foundation of the large stonewall in the eastern baulk extension.

	184
	6
	Ubaid
	Bead from the subfloor associated with the collapsed house.

	186
	4
	Ubaid
	Bead from the fill on the south side of wall Locus 159, outside of the collapsed house.

	186
	5
	Ubaid
	Spindle whorl from the fill on the south side of wall Locus 159, outside the collapsed house.

	186
	9
	Ubaid
	Loom weight from the fill on the south side of wall Locus 159, outside the collapsed house.

	187
	4
	-
	Ceramic Figurine from unstratified contexts in the southeast corner of the trench.

	188
	1, 20
	Ubaid
	Loom Weight from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house

	188
	2
	Ubaid
	Bone ring from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house

	188
	10, 11, 12, 14, 15, 16, 17, 23
	Ubaid
	Grinding stones from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house.

	188
	19
	Ubaid
	Spindle whorl from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house

	188
	22
	Ubaid
	Pestle from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house

	188
	21
	Ubaid
	Bone Awl from the Ubaid courtyard wall south of the collapsed house

	192
	6
	Ubaid
	Jar stopper from an outdoor work surface below the collapsed house

	194
	9
	Ubaid
	Jar stopper from the collapsed house.

	194
	10
	Ubaid
	Miniature bowl from the collapsed house

	194
	11
	Ubaid
	Hammerstone from the collapsed house

	194
	12
	Ubaid
	Lithic scraper from the collapsed house

	194
	13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 22, 24
	Ubaid
	Spindle whorls from the collapsed house

	194
	21, 23, 25, 27
	Ubaid 
	Beads from the collapsed house

	194
	24
	Ubaid 
	Worked shell from the collapsed house


Interpretation


Excavations this year in D6 uncovered four distinct phases of occupation. 

1. Middle Bronze occupations with at least 7 different levels of the street.

2. Late Chalcolithic 1 occupation identified by ceramic finds and ephemeral architecture

3. Early Northern Ubaid – represented by the collapsed house and associated courtyard features

4. An earlier more ephemeral Ubaid occupation below the collapsed house represented by outdoor work surfaces and a potential hearth.

The Middle Bronze layers are represented by the Loci 84 to 118, with a few exceptions in the northwest portion of the trench (Loci 107 and 114). There were seven distinct levels for the Middle Bronze street however architecture to the east of the wall most likely would have been removed by slope erosion, which is supported by the mixed contexts and soil differences in much of the eastern portion of the trench in the Middle Bronze deposits. Only the stonewall foundations of Locus 87 and 112 provide any evidence for architecture along the streets in the Middle Bronze period.

The Late Chalcolithic occupation is discerned best as the two parallel walls in Locus 117 and Locus 131 in which no connecting architectural remains were uncovered, and by the burnt surface in Locus 124 and 129, as well as the lithic concentration below them in Locus 147. The Late Chalcolithic 1 period is defined as Loci 120-153, with the exceptions of several loci in the extreme eastern portion of the trench that contained mixed contexts (Loci 127,134, and 137). The walls in Locus 117 and Locus 131 may have been ephemeral courtyard or outdoor walls for an associated complex elsewhere on the mound, or may have been connected but highly affected by erosional processes. One peculiar note is that the Middle Bronze streets directly sealed the LC1 deposits, with no evidence of Early Bronze occupation on this portion of the mound (with the exception of Locus 170, which may represent the foundation of the EB city wall uncovered in other trenches at the site.

The Early Northern Ubaid occupation is represented by the collapsed house and associated courtyard features found in Loci 159, 167-188, and 193. Wall Locus 159 forms the southern most wall of the house that extends into Trench D4, where the western wall runs into the baulk, suggesting that the southwestern corner of the building and the series of associated western rooms are located in the western baulk of D6. Wall Locus 159 runs east to west into the eastern baulk of D6 where it formed the southeast corner of the building and connects to the walls uncovered in Trenches D8 and D5. The collapsed house provides an unprecedented look into the life of people in the Ubaid providing evidence for both the production of clothing and the production of body adornments in the form of beads and pendants. The presence of large concentrations of burnt seeds should be able to inform us more of their subsistence and agricultural practices upon further analysis.

Finally the earliest occupation discovered in Trench D6 is Ubaid in date but with only ephemeral outdoor surfaces and one hearth in Loci 188-192. The exposure here is limited purely to the area of the collapsed house and a larger exposure may yield evidence of earlier architecture.

