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Today we began the day by cleaning the multiple loci of the trench in order to plan the rest of the wall that was exposed yesterday after the removal of the lip of the wall, L171. The bricks within the middle section of the wall appear to be inconsistent between its two sides, one having multiple rows and evidence of further mudbrick architecture below it, while the other has a large gap between sets of bricks and does not appear to continue downwards. This has created much confusion over the construction and purpose of this section of the wall. We will continue to excavate this area in order to see if the wall does continue downwards or if we are under it. 

The northwest corner of the wall also has multiple courses of bricks. There is very clear evidence for the wall continuing into the west baulk; there are multiple bricks in the floor of L173, thus becoming L175. 

The cell of the northwest section of the wall was leveled and cleaned as well, thus becoming L172. Our purpose for leveling this locus was to see if the wall L157 continued downwards or of we were truly under the wall. The leveling and cleaning of this locus revealed a human burial. It is atypical in that most burials of this period are found within pots and have pits dug especially to house it. This burial, L174, appears to be a child under the age of ten, based on the eruption of only a few of the teeth in the intact sections of the mandible that were recovered. This child was actually placed on top of the mudbrick walls and was also covered with them. This burial is also in close proximity to the burial of an adult woman found in the 2005 season, which allows one to wonder if there is any sort of relationship between the two burials. 

Because of the absence of a pot, the skeletal remains were in a terrible state of preservation, disintegrating almost on contact. Extra care has been taken to clean and photograph the remains in situ as any sort of movement will cause its destruction. The extraction of these remains will continue next week as this burial was found very late in the day and is in a poor state of preservation. 

