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Today we continued to go down in most areas of the trench. L179 has continued to move. We have gone through several quick pick passes here since nothing other than the mudbrick structure, L190, has really been produced in the locus. We are still trying to get down to the wall apparent above L158, and tomorrow we should reach that level. In L179, the bit of wall that lines up with wall L157 was articulated. We found one course of brick that would match perfectly with L157, followed by an ashy gap and then more mudbrick. This likely works with our theory that a second wall was built above the old wall after an ashy collapse, meaning part of the wall was built on ash. The wall seemed to end about 30cm from the wall, but when scraped back, we found that it didn’t. Instead there is something that seems to be a wall extending southwest. It is cut by pit L188, which has continuing mudbrick underneath it, but there is no mudbrick on the other side. We will continue to look for wall here. Meanwhile, pit L188 continued 15cm down. It had very few finds namely one bone fragment, and ended in a reed lining. We likely missed the top of the pit when we were big-picking and thus do not know how deep it truly is.

We also articulated the inside of the cell around wall L185 in the northwest corner of the trench. The western wall has a very shallow course of bricks. Two rows of bricks continue in one place that seem to line up with the bricks from L173. The bricks on the north and southern walls are just as shallow, but the western wall also has these extra bricks that line up with the first. These also seem to line up with the brick that was uncovered yesterday on the western edge of L160. Moreover, there are bricks on the floor of the cell that line up with all of this. This is speculation since the bricks on the floor could actually be a floor and the others could correspond to other architecture.

Elsewhere in the trench we continued to work L186. This is the surface north of the walls L184 and L185 that has been associated with an outside surface. Found here was an interesting potsherd that depicts a gazelle-like animal and is similar to the one found above in L170 that depicted a cat. Also found was a sherd from a stone cup. We believe that we are under wall L184 in most of this area, meaning the wall is almost ready for removal. Additionally, in this locus we have hit what seems to be a wall parallel to L185 and L184 with a circle of ash to its south. We will learn more about this tomorrow.

